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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Rogerstone Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly/fairly 
presents the Council’s income and expenditure and financial position: 
• Line 4 Staff costs 

The accounting records provided to support staff costs in the year were not 
complete, so as to be able to conclude on whether this line in the annual return 
is fairly stated. One payslip required for testing was not provided, and the levels 
of actual pay in the year could not be adequately recalculated using records of 
hours worked, contacts of employment and Spinal Columns Points. 
 

• Line 12 Total fixed assets and long-term assets 
The Council’s fixed asset register was requested as part of the full audit. The 
fixed asset register provided could not be agreed to the total amount disclosed 
in the annual return. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
• Assertion 2: System of internal control 

The Council’s proper arrangements for making payments require that all 
payments are approved by the Council before the payment is made. My audit 
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identified multiple instances where payments were made prior to minuted 
approval in a Council meeting. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

The Council’s financial regulations and standing orders are not based on the One 
Voice Wales/NALC model. It is recommended that the Council updates their financial 
regulations and standing orders to ensure they cover the minimum legal 
requirements and reflect best practice. 

Precept set as a Band D not a gross amount 

The Local Government Finance Act 1992 requires the Council to set its precept as its 
calculated budget requirement. This means that the precept should be stated as a 
gross sum of money to be received by the Council.  

The Council’s minutes only record a Band D equivalent. In order to ensure 
transparency, the Council should state the total amount of precept to be raised. 

Audit completion notice 

The Council has not published the audit completion notice in respect of 2021-22 or 
2022-23 audit years. The purpose of the audit completion notice is to inform electors 
of their rights under the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 in relation to 
the audited annual return. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its publication arrangements to ensure that 
all relevant documents are published as soon as practicable. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 23/02/2026 
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